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Our View
A qu ick  min ibus  r ide f rom the London
suburbs ,  Fe l ton f lee t  has  a se r ious  l i ck  o f
Su r rey sheen.  Th i s  p rep has coun t rys ide
charm in  bucke t loads,  wi th  acres  o f
beau t i f u l  g rounds,  a t reehouse c lass room
and woods fo r  s leepou t s .  Pas to ra l  care i s
top -no tch – i t ’ s  a schoo l  where ‘your  ch i ld  i s
f ron t  and cen t re ’ ,  says  head She l ley  Lance.
And when i t  comes to  academics ,  the schoo l
never  s tops innova t ing – i t ’ s  cu r ren t l y
c rea t ing an In te l l igence Cur r icu lum tha t  wi l l
look a t  human in te l l igence,  who we are and
how we learn,  wi th  A I  l i t e racy in tegra ted
in to i t .  I t s  p rox imi ty  to  London makes i t  a
pr ime choice fo r  capi ta l  dwel le r s  so
compet i t ion fo r  p laces  can be in tense,
espec ia l l y  fo r  the on - s i te  nu r se ry .
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Where
Equ id i s tan t  be tween Cobham and By f lee t ,
the schoo l  s i t s  jus t  o f f  the A3 in  i t s  own
expans ive oas i s  o f  g reen space.  The who le
campus i s  s tunn ing,  wi th  the or ig ina l  schoo l
bu i ld ing – a la rge,  red -b r ick  V ic to r ian
beau ty  –  grace fu l l y  tak ing cen t re  s tage.  A
modern g lass  walkway l inks  i t  to  a thea t re
on one s ide,  and on the o the r  a re bu i ld ings
hous ing the lower -year  c lass rooms,  the mus ic
depar tmen t ,  D&T and sc ience labs,  a r t
s tud io,  spor t s  ha l l  and wel lbe ing room. P re -
p rep has i t s  own bu i ld ing,  Calv i  House,  wi th
i t s  own ou t s ide space.  Woods,  f ie lds ,  spor t s
p i tches ,  tenn i s  cour t s  and even two shoo t ing
ranges f i t  eas i l y  in  the spac ious  grounds,
and the huge t reehouse c lass room i s  f i t t ed
ou t  wi th  e lec t r ic i t y .  
Mos t  pupi l s  l i ve  in  nearby Oxsho t t  and
Cobham or  sou th -wes t  London,  and a
comprehens ive ne twork  o f  schoo l  bus  rou tes
ca te r s  fo r  a l l .  Water loo i s  a 25-minu te  t ra in
r ide away,  and the schoo l ’ s  loca t ion jus t  o f f
t he A3 means a dr i v ing commute i s  a l so
easy.

Head
The warm and welcoming Mrs  Lance i s  a
rea l  champion o f  pas to ra l  care and a grea t
be l iever  in  i t s  fundamen ta l  impor tance.  ‘My
hear t  i s  in  pas to ra l  th ings , ’  she te l l s  us .  ‘We
fac i l i ta te

Admiss ions
There i s  no academic bar  to  c lear ,  ra the r  the
schoo l  bases  i t s  o f fe r s  on whe ther  i t  be l ieves
i t  can prov ide the bes t  env i ronmen t  fo r  a
ch i ld  to  th r i ve,  be happy and ach ieve.  A l l
p rospec t i ve

Academics  and senior  school  des t inat ions
Recep t ion and Year  1 share Calv i  House
wi th  the nu rse ry .  Maths  and Eng l i sh  a re
taugh t  in  the morn ings,  wi th  ch i ld - led
ac t i v i t ies  in  the a f te rnoon,  bu t  a t  th i s  age
p lay i s  p r io r i t i sed ( the schoo l  fo l lows the
F roebe l  ph i losophy o f  p lay be ing the
foundat ion o f  learn ing ) .  In  fac t ,  p lay t ime
isn ’ t  t ime tab led – ins tead,  i t  happens when
the ch i ld ren need i t  to  happen.  There ’ s  a
grea t  teacher -pup i l  ra t io ,  wi th  teach ing
ass i s tan t s  in  each c lass  and spec ia l i s t
teachers  in  F rench,  spor t ,  compu t ing,  mus ic ,
woodwork and fo res t  schoo l .  C lass rooms are
ca lm wi th  a neu t ra l  decor ,  and the ou t s ide
space has lo t s  o f  rea l -wor ld p lay th ings,
inc lud ing o ld te lephones,  a mic rowave and
rea l  ch ina c rockery  in  the p lay ca fé to  teach
ch i ld ren 

The chi ld comes
f i r s t  a t  th i s
love ly ,  fami ly -
or ien ta ted prep
where everyone
is  ce lebra ted for
who they are

prospec t i ve pupi l s  a t tend a tas te r  day,
where they ’ re  buddied wi th  a cu r ren t  pupi l
and exper ience a typ ica l  schoo l  day.  Those
jo in ing in  Year  3 and upwards s i t
assessmen t s  in  l i te racy,  numeracy,  and
verba l  and non -ve rba l  reason ing.

ch i ld ren tha t  th ings  do ge t  b roken i f  you
don’ t  hand le them care fu l l y .  
Year  2 has i t s  own bu i ld ing adjacen t  to  the
Years  3 and 4 bu i ld ing,  which used to  be
the head’s  house.  I t  fee l s  ve ry  homely  wi th
wel l ies  l ined up ou t s ide the door .  F rom Year
2 p lay t ime i s  schedu led.  
The schoo l  moved away f rom Common
En t rance in  2018 to P re -Sen io r
Bacca laurea te,  and the emphas i s  a t  th i s  age
is  on the process  o f  learn ing,  mas te r ing
Eng l i sh  and maths ,  and deve lop ing c r i t i ca l
th ink ing,  agi l i t y  and res i l ience.  Years  3 and
4 s tudy the in te rna t iona l  p r imary cu r r icu lum,
wi th  a theme per  ha l f  te rm.  On our  v i s i t ,
t hey were exc i ted abou t  the upcoming theme
of  choco la te ,  where they learn abou t  the
Az tecs  and the jou rney f rom bean to
choco la te  bar ,  examine me l t ing and boi l ing
poin t s  in  sc ience,  make choco la te  boxes in
D&T and go on a f ie ld  t r ip  to  a choco la te
company in  Ken t .  
F rom Year  5 pupi l s  a re in  the main schoo l
bu i ld ing and have spec ia l i s t  teachers  fo r  a l l
sub jec t s .  The th ree sc iences are taugh t
separa te ly  in  the labs wi th  lo t s  o f  p rac t ica l s ,
which they v ideo on iPads and then
eva lua te .  Spanish i s  in t roduced in  Year  5
and La t in  i s  an op t ion f rom Year  7.  Pup i l s
a re se t  in  Eng l i sh  and maths  f rom Year  3,
and in  languages and sc ience f rom Year  7.
There i s  a l so a scho la rsh ip group in  Years  7
and 8.  

When i t  comes to
academics,  the school

never  s tops innovat ing.

fac i l i ta te  a sa fe p lace where pass ion
underp ins  a l l  we do,  where pupi l s  fee l  seen,
heard,  sa fe and secure.  And then the magic
happens. ’  She jo ined the schoo l  in  2010
f rom Whi tg i f t ,  becoming depu ty  head in
2013 and tak ing the headsh ip over  in
2018. A teach ing head,  she cu r ren t l y  takes
the Year  8s fo r  ph i losophy and re l ig ion.
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I t s  proximi ty  to  London
makes i t  a pr ime choice for

capi ta l  dwel lers  so
compet i t ion for  p laces can

be in tense,  especia l ly  for
the on -s i te  nursery.
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Co-curr icu lar
Spor t  i s  a b ig par t  o f  schoo l  l i fe  here,  and
the teach ing i s  second to none wi th  fo rmer
and cu r ren t  in te rna t iona l  p layers  on the
s ta f f .  Boys  p lay rugby and foo tba l l ;  g i r l s
p lay ne tba l l  and foo tba l l .  Bo th  p lay hockey
and c r icke t  and do a th le t ics .  S tandards  are
h igh bu t  the a t t i t ude i s  inc lus ive – everyone
ge ts  a game. An indoor  swimming poo l
se rves  the who le schoo l  and the re are a l so
two shoo t ing ranges.  
Everyone a l so ge t s  invo lved in  d rama, wi th
each year  apar t  f rom Year  6 pu t t ing on an
annua l  show. The schoo l  thea t re  i s  a good
s ize and f i t t ed ou t  wi th  a l igh t ing r ig  and
sound.  A dance s tud io doub les  as  backs tage
space.  A l l  p re -p rep pupi l s  do dance in  PE,
and the schoo l  i s  a Roya l  Academy o f  Dance
exam cen t re .  
We popped our  heads in to  the mus ic
depar tmen t ’ s  Mem Hal l  where the schoo l
o rches t ra  was prac t i s ing.  I t  was impress ive
s tu f f ,  wi th  a grea t  a r ray o f  ins t rumen t s ,
bassoons and harps  inc luded.  The schoo l
teaches the Kodály  approach,  which
deve lops mus ic iansh ip th rough s ing ing wi th
less

Boarding
The top f loor  o f  the main schoo l  bu i ld ing i s
g iven over  to  boarders ,  wi th  50 beds in
boys ’  and g i r l s ’  dorms o f  f i ve  to  seven
pupi l s .  F lex i  board ing i s  ava i lab le ,  as  we l l
as  ad hoc s leepovers .  The boarders  a re
ca l led Fe l ton f lee t  Kn igh t s ,  wi th  the head o f
board ing (a Year  8 pupi l )  ce remonious ly
kn igh ted wi th  a sword a t  the beginn ing o f
the au tumn te rm.  Even ings are f i l l ed wi th  fun
ac t i v i t ies  inc lud ing spor t ,  cook ing,  chess
and f i lms .

School  Communi ty
Pas to ra l  care i s  a t  the hear t  o f  the schoo l .  ‘ I t
de f ines  us , ’  says  Mrs  Lance.  ‘We ta lk  a l l  t he
t ime abou t  what  i t  means to  see a ch i ld
fu l l y . ’  Every  lesson s ta r t s  wi th  a mindfu l
momen t ,  led by pupi l s  in  the h igher  years .
There i s  a pas to ra l  team and a wel lbe ing
cen t re  where the schoo l  counse l lo r  runs
drop - in  sess ions  fo r  pupi l s ,  as  we l l  as
appoin tmen t s  fo r  pupi l s  and paren t s .  Week ly
who le - s ta f f  we l fa re mee t ings  are a chance to
p inpoin t  any pupi l  who migh t  have spec i f ic
needs;  s ta f f  know they have a pro fess iona l
respons ib i l i t y  to  check in  wi th  a l l  o f  the
ch i ld ren.  ‘F rom th i s  i s  bu i l t  a  cu l t u re  o f  what
care looks  l i ke , ’  says  Mrs  Lance.  Older
pupi l s  take on leadersh ip ro les ,  f rom sub jec t
p re fec t s  who he lp ou t  in  depar tmen t s  to
head boy and g i r l  and depu t ies .  They app ly
fo r  the pos i t ions ,  p repar ing a v ideo fo r  the i r
b id.  There are fou r  houses ,  wi th  house
poin t s  awarded to pos i t i ve ly  re in fo rce
behav iour ,  and lo t s  o f  in te r -house even t s .
Paren t s  ge t  invo lved and are ve ry  loya l .

And f ina l ly . . . .
The ch i ld  comes f i r s t  a t  th i s  love ly ,  fami ly -
o r ien ta ted prep where everyone i s
ce lebra ted fo r  who they are.  Pup i l s  we met
were c lamour ing to  te l l  us  how much they
love the i r  schoo l ,  p roud ly  showing o f f
badges they ’d earned and recoun t ing happy
memor ies  o f  t r ips ,  p lays  and spor t s  matches .
I t  seems Fe l ton f lee t  has  c racked the fo rmu la
fo r  c rea t ing a per fec t  schoo l  –  bu t  f rom what
we’ve seen,  we can pre t t y  much guaran tee
tha t  i t  wi l l  never  res t  on i t s  lau re l s .

Spor t  i s  a big par t  o f
school  l i fe  here,  and the
teaching i s  second to none
wi th former and curren t
in ternat ional  p layers  on the
s ta f f .

Around 40 per  cen t  o f  pupi l s  head o f f  to
board ing schoo l .  Epsom, Char te rhouse and
Br igh ton Col lege are popu la r  des t ina t ions ,
whi le  S t  John ’ s  and Reeds are regu la r  day
opt ions .  Mos t  pupi l s  s tay t i l l  Year  8,  which
Mrs  Lance be l ieves  i s  op t imum, as  i t  g ives   
pupi l s  ‘ two more years  to  d i scover  who they
are and s tand a b i t  ta l le r ’ .  Th i s  year ,
ch i ld ren won a record number  o f
scho la rsh ips  – an impress ive 37, inc lud ing
11 academic ones.

The ar t  s tud io occupies  i t s  own la rge,  s ing le -
s to rey bu i ld ing and i s  we l l  equ ipped wi th
pr in t ing presses ,  a k i ln ,  pa in t ing ease l s  and
more.  We were impressed by the Year  3
Monet  wate rco lou rs  and Year  7 Pop Ar t
bu rgers .  D&T i s  popu la r  too and i s  equa l l y
we l l  k i t ted ou t ,  wi th  a lase r  cu t te r ,  3D
pr in te r ,  sc ro l l  saws and sewing mach ines .
Many pupi l s  head the re fo r  open -workshop
per iods.  
Lo t s  o f  c lubs  are on o f fe r ,  bo th  a t  l unch and
af te r  schoo l .  There are inv i ted spor t s  and
mus ic  c lubs  fo r  g i f ted pupi l s  as  we l l  as  the
keen,  p lus  c lubs  tha t  range f rom D&T,
shoo t ing,  podcas t ing and s t ra teg ic
boardgames to  cho i r  and orches t ra .  
As we l l  as  week ly  l ib ra ry  lessons ,  every  year
group f rom Year  4 has book c lub – pupi l s
and paren t s  read a book and then d i scuss  i t
i n  the l ib ra ry  over  ho t  choco la te  and
cro i s san t s .  Pup i l s  who read a mi l l ion words
can jo in  the Mi l l iona i res ’  C lub,  ce lebra ted
wi th  mi l l iona i re ’ s  shor tb read.  
Schoo l  t r ips  a re amazing:  c r icke t  tou r  to
Barbados,  sk i ing t r ip  to  Aus t r ia ,  su r f ing in
Spain…

less  emphas i s  on techn ica l  demands.  Th i s
makes ins t rumen t  lessons  more access ib le  fo r
everyone and,  as  a resu l t ,  mus ic  th r i ves
here,  wi th  lo t s  o f  g roups,  some led by
pupi l s ,  and a cho i r  fo r  each sec t ion o f  the
schoo l .


