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rooms ) ,  l ib ra ry ,  indoor  swimming poo l  and a la rge
spor t s  ha l l .  There ’ s  a l so a we l l -equ ipped ar t  room,
sc ience labs,  compu te r  sc ience room and a
wel lbe ing hub.  On the fa r  s ide o f  the p lay ing
f ie lds  the re ’ s  a la rge woodland area and pond
used fo r  Fores t  Schoo l ,  c ross -coun t ry  runn ing and
superv i sed p lay.

Spor t s  wise,  the re are p i tches  ap len ty ,  bo th  as t ro
and f ie ld ,  p lus  hardcour t  tenn i s  and ne tba l l  cour t s
(ca l led The Hard Yard ) ,  two shoo t ing ranges,
c r icke t  ne t s  and a t rad i t iona l  c r icke t  pav i l ion.  

And in  the o f  the p layground,  the re ’ s  a fabu lous
t reehouse – a l so used as  an ou tdoor  c lass room –
comple te  wi th  a c l imbing wal l  and a s l ide.

What? Where?
Fe l ton f lee t  P rep Schoo l  i s  a co -ed day and
board ing schoo l  fo r  ch i ld ren aged 3 to  13. S i t t i ng
on a beau t i f u l  25 -acre s i te  jus t  ou t s ide Cobham,
i t ’ s  l i t e ra l l y  jus t  o f f  the A3 which pu t s  i t  in  a handy
spo t  fo r  those up and down the A3 cor r idor .

I t ’ s  a fo rward - th ink ing schoo l ,  wi th  a we l l -
es tab l i shed repu ta t ion fo r  s t rong pas to ra l  care and
an impress ive a l l - rounder  o f fe r ing.  There are jus t
shy o f  500 pupi l s  on the reg i s te r ,  wi th  an even mix
o f  boys  and g i r l s .  En t ry  i s  gen t l y  se lec t i ve,  and
whi le  the re i s  some a t t r i t ion a t  11+, mos t  pupi l s
s tay on un t i l  13.  Th i s  year  (2024)  i s  the la rges t
year  8 cohor t  ever .

Fe l ton f lee t  s ta r ted l i fe  in  Fo lkes tone as  a boys ’
schoo l  in  1903 and moved to Cobham in  1916.
Gi r l s  were accep ted in  1994. Dur ing Wor ld War
I I  the schoo l  was evacua ted to  Nor th  Per ro t t  Manor
House in  Somerse t ,  which la te r  became Per ro t t  H i l l
Schoo l ,  and the two schoo l s  s t i l l  have a c lose
re la t ionsh ip today wi th  year ly  mee t -ups .

A f i ve -year  s t ra teg ic  p lan launched in  2019 has
prope l led the schoo l  fo rwards in  leaps and
bounds.  In  the upper  schoo l ,  Common En t rance
takes  a back sea t  to  the more progress ive P re -
Sen io r  Bacca laurea te (PSB) ,  a sk i l l s -based
cur r icu lum tha t  p romotes  independen t  learn ing,
techno logy use,  c r i t i ca l  th ink ing,  leadersh ip,  and
teamwork.

Expec t  fu r the r  change too,  in  the coming years
wi th  heavy inves tmen t  in  a new teach ing b lock.
The en t rance i s  a l so se t  to  change,  wi th  the schoo l
tak ing ownersh ip o f  the (no - th rough)  road tha t
cu r ren t l y  runs  th rough the midd le.  Watch th i s
space!
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Good for :  Paren ts  looking for  a
school  wi th  a great  a l l - rounder
of fer ing.  Spor t  and the ar t s  are
both s t rong a t  Fe l tonf lee t ,  and
the school  does wel l
academical ly .  Those who want
the opt ion of  boarding 
wi l l  a l so love 
the school .

Fac i l i t ies
With no squeeze on space,  the fac i l i t ies  here are
impress ive.  There ’ s  been heavy inves tmen t  and the
resu l t s  a re qu i te  love ly .  Wi th  every th ing f rom an
indoor  hea ted swimming poo l  to  r i f l e  ranges and a
s ta te -o f - t he -a r t  thea t re ,  pupi l s  wan t  fo r  no th ing.   

Spor t
Spor t  a t  Fe l ton f lee t  i s  s t rong,  and the schoo l
punches above i t s  weigh t  ac ross  many spor t s
ne t t ing in  t roph ies  a t  a reg iona l  and na t iona l  leve l .
In  the 2023 cr icke t  season,  Fe l ton f lee t  bagged no t
one,  bu t  fou r  coun ty  t roph ies .  Eng land c r icke te r
Andrew R i sh ton i s  head o f  c r icke t ,  and the schoo l
has been named as one o f  The Cr icke te r  Schoo l s
Guide’s  top 50 c r icke t ing prep schoo l s  in  2024.
Sur rey Coun ty  Cr icke t  C lub use Fe l ton f lee t ’ s
fac i l i t ies  fo r  i t s  Ta len t  Pa thway t ra in ing
programme.

Wi th  two r i f le  ranges ( fo r  a i r - r i f l e  and .22
shoo t ing )  you ’d expec t  shoo t ing to  be on f i re
( so r ry ,  cou ldn ’ t  res i s t ! )  –  and i t  i s .  The pupi l s  he re
are hard to  bea t  on reg iona l  and na t iona l  leve l s .  
Bu t  whi le  the spor t ing successes  a re re l i shed,  the
a im i s  to  ‘c rea te be t te r  a th le tes… fo r  l i fe ’ .  And
wi th  tha t  in  mind,  the re ’ s  a wide range o f  spor t  on
of fe r  inc lud ing a l l  t he usua l  suspec t s .  As ide f rom
hockey,  foo tba l l ,  ne tba l l ,  rugby,  c r icke t ,  shoo t ing,
swimming and a th le t ics ,  the re ’ s  a l so baske tba l l ,
badmin ton and c l imbing and gymnas t ics .

The main schoo l  bu i ld ing i s  a handsome neo -
Goth ic  Grade I I - l i s ted fo rmer  mans ion house bu i l t
i n  1870. I t ’ s  home to the head’s  o f f i ce and the
din ing ha l l ,  p lus  the board ing house.

The main en t ry  was remode l led abou t  10 years
ago and i s  now a br igh t  and a i ry  addi t ion wi th  a
g lass  cor r idor  l ink ing i t  to  the main bu i ld ing.  The
Ashbee Thea t re ,  wi th  re t rac tab le sea t ing fo r  400
and impress ive sound and l igh t  sys tems,  fo rms par t
o f  th i s  annex a long wi th  a dance s tud io.  The P re -
p rep i s  ac ross  the road in  Calv i  House.

The res t  o f  the schoo l  fo rms a horseshoe around
p laygrounds and p lay ing f ie lds  –  wi th  the mans ion
house in  the cen t re  f lanked on the le f t  by the Lower
Schoo l  and Midd le Schoo l  c lass rooms,  and on the
r igh t  by the mus ic  b lock (wi th  severa l  p rac t ice
rooms

The Ar ts
The ar t s  a re a l so a b ig dea l  he re.  The ar t  s tud io i s
a fan tas t ic  l igh t - f i l l ed space,  thanks  to  windows on
both wal l s  and sky l igh t s  in  the p i tched ce i l ing.  The
head o f  a r t  l i ves  in  a co t tage which prac t ica l l y
adjo ins  the s tud io – so sa fe to  say he l i ves  and
brea thes  ar t  a t  Fe l ton f lee t .  Ar t  i s  a cu r r icu lum
subjec t  taugh t  in  the ar t  s tud io f rom year  3
upwards,  and fo r  more advanced ar t i s t s  the re ’ s  the
Ar t  Scho la rsh ip P rogramme. There ’ s  a l so p len ty  o f
co -cu r r icu la r  a r t  ava i lab le .  

There ’ s  a b ig mus ic  schoo l  a t  Fe l ton f lee t ,  and fo r
the mus ica l l y  inc l ined the re are oppor tun i t ies
ap len ty  which s ta r t  f rom in  the nu rse ry .  The schoo l
uses  the Kodály  me thod to  teach mus ic  –  an
approach deve loped by Hungar ian composer
Zo l tán Kodály  which uses  the vo ice as  an
ins t rumen t .  I t ’ s  obv ious ly  work ing because 75 per
cen t  o f  p rep pupi l s  a re a l so learn ing an ins t rumen t .
As you ’d expec t ,  the re are more orches t ras ,  bands,
ensembles  and orches t ras  than you can wave a
conduc to r ’ s  ba ton a t .



L i t t l ies
Chi ld ren s ta r t  in  nu r se ry  a t  Calv i  House and
progress  th rough to  recep t ion and year  1.  The
c lass rooms a t  Calv i  House are br igh t  and l igh t  wi th
a love ly  neu t ra l  decor .  Many o f  the resources  and
toys  a re made f rom na tu ra l  mate r ia l s  l i ke  wood,
and the re are lo t s  o f  loose par t s  ( l i ke  b locks ,  t y res ,
boxes and c ra tes )  to  p romote c rea t i v i t y .  Each
c lass room f lows to  an ou t s ide space,  and the re ’ s
a l so a dedica ted Fores t  Schoo l  and woodwork
room. The nu rse ry  a l so has a love ly  sensory  room. 

I t ’ s  a two - fo rm en t ry  and the re ’ s  spec ia l i s t  teach ing
fo r  games,  mus ic ,  languages and swimming.  The
pre -p rep fo l lows the L i t t l e  Wandle Phon ics
P rogramme which teaches ch i ld ren to  read in  smal l
s teps .  

F rom Calv i  House,  ch i ld ren progress  to  year  2
across  the road in  a dedica ted year  2 house which
of fe r s  a grea t  t rans i t ion in to  the prep schoo l  whi l s t
s t i l l  hav ing the i r  own indoor  and ou tdoor  space.
Mos t  o f  the i r  spec ia l i s t  lessons  are taugh t  in  the
main schoo l  bu i ld ings.

Pastora l  Care
Fe l ton f lee t  has  a s t rong repu ta t ion fo r  i t s  pas to ra l
care.  The schoo l ’ s  tag l ine ‘ Ind iv idua l s  rea l l y
mat te r ’  seems to  ho ld t rue.  There ’ s  a ho l i s t i c
approach,  and the schoo l  goes by the core va lues
o f  hones ty ,  respons ib i l i t y ,  respec t  and k indness .

As we l l  as  a fo rmal  pas to ra l  t rack ing sys tem, the re
are week ly  s ta f f  mee t ings  where pupi l  in fo rmat ion
i s  shared on a ‘need to  know bas i s ’ .  I  qu i te  l i ked
the ‘need to  know’ c la r i f i ca t ion,  i t  seems to  me
tha t  a l l  teachers  and s ta f f  need no t  know
every th ing abou t  a ch i ld .  Inves tmen t  in  teacher
t ra in ing i s  p r io r i t i sed,  as  i s  ear ly  in te rven t ion in  the
l i fe  o f  any prob lem. Form teachers  a re the f i r s t  por t
o f  ca l l  fo r  mos t  pupi l s ,  suppor ted by heads o f  year
and the depu ty  head (pas to ra l )  who has exper t i se
in  dea l ing wi th  pas to ra l  and ch i ld  deve lopmen t
i s sues .

There ’ s  a dedica ted wel lbe ing cen t re  – a qu ie te r
space tucked away f rom the main schoo l  bu i ld ings
wi th  so fas  and games.  A counse l lo r  i s  a l so based
here and ch i ld ren can se l f - re fe r  o r  be re fe r red by a
teacher ,  head o f  year  o r  paren t .  Mindfu lness
sess ions ,  led by pupi l s ,  a re he ld a t  the beginn ing
of  each lesson.

L i ke mus ic ,  d rama and dance a l so en joys  a h igh
pro f i le .  Pup i l s  have week ly  d rama lessons  wi th  a
spec ia l i s t  teacher  f rom year  3 to  year  8,  and
pupi l s  in  years  4,  5,  7 and 8 s tage annua l  schoo l
p roduc t ions .  The pre -p rep a l so s tage shows
th roughou t  the year .  Dance i s  o f fe red as  an
opt iona l  ex t ra ,  and those who take i t  up s tudy the
sy l labus  o f  the Roya l  Academy o f  Dance in  ba l le t ,
f ree s ty le ,  jazz and h ip hop,  and o f  the Imper ia l
Soc ie ty  o f  Teachers  o f  Danc ing fo r  tap and
con temporary  dance.  In  year  4,  the re ’ s  an
oppor tun i t y  to  be inv i ted to  audi t ion fo r  the London
Chi ld ren ’ s  Ba l le t .
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Year  3 and 4 i s  p redominan t l y  top ic -based
learn ing,  wi th  spec ia l i s t  teach ing in  F rench,  d ig i ta l
learn ing,  des ign techno logy,  mus ic ,  d rama, ar t
and PE.  Chi ld ren are se t  by abi l i t y  in  Eng l i sh  and
maths  a t  year  3,  a l though th i s  i s  f l u id  changing
te rm ly  i f  need be.

By year  5,  a l l  sub jec t s  a re taugh t  by spec ia l i s t s
and by year  7,  pupi l s  a re a l so se t  by abi l i t y  in
F rench,  Spanish,  La t in  and sc ience.  F rom year  6,
ch i ld ren have the i r  own iPad,  which they use
across  a l l  lessons .  Fe l ton f lee t  i s  an Apple
d is t ingu i shed schoo l ,  and a l l  teachers  a re t ra ined
in Apple techno logy.  

Mos t  year  6 pupi l s  s tay on to  year  8.  In  2023,
pupi l s  wen t  on to  a range o f  schoo l s .  S t  John ’ s
Lea therhead was the mos t  popu la r  cho ice in
2023, fo l lowed by Epsom Col lege,  Claremon t  Fan
Cour t  and Reed’s  Schoo l .  Year  8 leavers  a l so
moved on to  Wel l ing ton Col lege,  B r igh ton
Col lege,  K ing’s  Col lege Schoo l ,  S t  George’s
Weybr idge,  Gordon’s  Schoo l ,  Not re  Dame
Schoo l ,  Queen Anne’s  Caversham, Pangbourne
Col lege,  Cran le igh Schoo l ,  Hurs tp ie rpo in t
Co l lege,  Reading B lue Coat  Schoo l ,  Su t ton High,
and Marymoun t  In te rna t iona l  Schoo l .  Pup i l s  were
awarded scho la rsh ips  across  the board fo r  a r t ,
d rama, DT,  mus ic ,  spor t  and academic.

Boarding
Fe l ton f lee t  i s  p redominan t l y  a day schoo l  wi th  f lex i -
board ing o f fe red Monday to  Thu rsday f rom year  3
upwards.  I t ’ s  a smal l  board ing house – cen t ra l l y
loca ted in  the main schoo l  bu i ld ing above the
headmis t ress ’  o f f i ce – wi th  50 beds across
separa te  boys ’  and g i r l s ’  dormi to r ies .  Dorm rooms
are re laxed and cheer fu l  separa ted by a cosy
common room. P re t t y  bun t ing decora tes  the g i r l s ’
rooms and the re are pos te r s  ap len ty  in  the boys ’
dorms.  Chi ld ren are ab le to  decora te  the i r  own
spaces to  make i t  more homely .  

Whi le  a handfu l  o f  pupi l s  board fo r  the fu l l  fou r -
n igh t s ,  the rea l i t y  i s  tha t  mos t  l i ve  loca l l y  and do
one,  two or  th ree n igh t s .  I t ’ s  seen as  good
prepara t ion fo r  those look ing to  move to  a sen io r
board ing schoo l .

The Head
She l ley  Lance has been a t  Fe l ton f lee t  s ince 2010,
and in  the ro le  o f  headmis t ress  s ince January
2018. She was depu ty  head fo r  f i ve  years  be fo re
tha t ,  hav ing been brough t  in  to  adv i se on the
pas to ra l  care f ramework.  Be fo re Fe l ton f lee t ,
She l ley  was a member  o f  the sen io r  leadersh ip
team a t  Whi tg i f t  Schoo l  in  Sou th  Croydon.  

A se l f - t i t l ed ‘ re luc tan t  head’ ,  she ’ s  ce r ta in ly  no
career  headteacher  and re l i shes  the t ime she
spends in  the c lass room. She teaches re l ig ious
s tud ies  to  year  8.  

Charming,  down- to -ear th ,  hands -on and
welcoming,  She l ley  i s  popu la r  wi th  ch i ld ren and
paren t s .  She hasn ’ t  been a f ra id to  make major
changes – and has cer ta in ly  made her  mark .  Her
f i ve -year  s t ra teg ic  p lan which i s  approach ing
comple t ion.

A headteacher  can eas i l y  ge t  p inned to  the chai r ,
she says ,  and keen to  avo id tha t  fa te  appoin ted a
s t rong leadersh ip team which inc ludes a sen io r
depu ty  head which g ives  her  the t ime to  th ink
s t ra teg ica l l y  and be on the ground.  And on the
ground she i s ,  qu i te  l i te ra l l y ,  g ree t ing pupi l s  every
day as  they ar r i ve a t  schoo l .  Her  o f f ice i s  a l so
s t ra teg ica l l y  loca ted in  the cor r idor  tha t  leads to
the d in ing ha l l ,  and her  open -door  po l icy  means
she ’s  ve ry  approachable.

Her  husband Ed Lance i s  an ass i s tan t  head a t
Epsom Col lege.  They have a son,  Henry ,  who goes
to Fe l ton f lee t .

Quirks
Boarders  a re known as Fe l ton f lee t  Kn igh t s  and a l l
take par t  in  a kn igh t ing ceremony,  comple te  wi th
swords.  I t ’ s  an o f f ic ia l  induc t ion in to  the board ing
houses .  No wonder  board ing i s  popu la r .

Wraparound Care
An ex tended day i s  ava i lab le  f rom 6.30am to
6.30pm. There i s  a l so an ex tens ive ex t ra -cu r r icu la r
p rogramme which inc ludes c lubs  l i ke  archery ,  judo,
tenn i s ,  shoo t ing,  des ign,  garden ing,  kn i t t i ng,
dance,  mus ic  a r t  and des ign

Transpor t
The schoo l  runs  dai ly  coach and min i -bus  se rv ices
f rom a number  o f  loca t ions ,  inc lud ing Wimbledon,
Pu tney,  Esher  and Sou th f ie lds .  New rou tes  a re
cons idered accord ing to  demand.

Word on the S t reet
Paren t s  a re a t t rac ted to  Fe l ton f lee t ’ s  exce l len t
fac i l i t ies  and nu r tu r ing repu ta t ion.  Chi ld ren are
happy and do wel l  academica l l y  wi thou t  be ing
ho thoused.

Parents  are a t t rac ted to
Fe l tonf lee t ’ s  exce l len t  fac i l i t ies
and nur tur ing reputa t ion.
Chi ldren are happy and do wel l
academical ly  wi thout  being
hothoused.

Academics
Fe l ton f lee t  i s  fas t  ga in ing a s t rong repu ta t ion fo r
i t s  robus t  academics  – la rge ly  due to  the move to
the P re -Sen io r  Bacca laurea te in  2019 and a
mas te ry  approach to  learn ing (mak ing su re pupi l s
have mas te red key concep ts  be fo re mov ing on to
the nex t ) .  The t rans i t ion i s  pay ing d iv idends,  and
paren t s  a re happy wi th  the progress  and mos t  a re
now choos ing to  s tay on beyond 11+.
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