
Paren t s  say she i s  ‘amazing’  and ‘ se t s  the r igh t
tone ’ .  They are impressed by her  da i ly  ga te du ty
where she knows no t  jus t  the name o f  every  ch i ld ,
bu t  someth ing abou t  each o f  them too.  Pup i l s
s imp ly  desc r ibe her  as  ‘ inc red ib le ’ .

Mar r ied to  Ed,  ass i s tan t  head,  fu tu res  and
progress ion a t  Epsom Col lege.  The i r  son a t tends
Fe l ton f lee t .  A keen walke r ,  h ike r  and runner ,  th i s  i s
a head who never  s tands s t i l l .

Ent r ance
F i r s t  come, f i r s t  se rved,  non - se lec t i ve and popu la r  -
names down a t  b i r th  adv i sed.  Two- fo rm en t ry  has
opened up avai lab i l i t y ,  bu t  leng thy wrap -a round
prov i s ion (6.30am – 6.30pm) means compet i t ion
fo r  p laces  i s  f ie rce as  ever .  Fu r the r  ex te rna l  p laces
avai lab le  fo r  year  3 en t ry ,  when the schoo l  i s
gen t l y  se lec t i ve v ia maths  and Eng l i sh  assessmen t
p lus  in te rv iew. Occas iona l  p laces  c rop up
e l sewhere,  espec ia l l y  in  year  7 fo l lowing the
inev i tab le  pos t  11+ depar tu res .  Schoo l  seeks
pupi l s  wi l l i ng to  ge t  s tuck  in to  Fe l ton f lee t  l i fe  wi th
academic ‘po ten t ia l  ra the r  than pr io r  a t ta inmen t ’ .

Ex i t
I nc reas ing numbers  s tay ing on to  year  8.  Mos t  to
S t  John ’ s ,  Lea therhead recen t l y ,  the res t  to  Epsom
Col lege,  Claremon t  Fan Cour t ,  Reed’s ,  B r igh ton
Col lege,  Char te rhouse,  Not re  Dame and
Wel l ing ton Col lege.  Hurs t ,  Seafo rd Col lege,
Wor th ,  Wold ingham,  Whi tg i f t ,  Ci ty  o f  London
Freemen’s ,  RGS Gui ld fo rd and S t  Edward’s
(Teddies ) ,  Oxfo rd a l so somet imes fea tu re .  Paren t s
say gu idance fo r  onward des t ina t ions  i s
‘asp i ra t iona l  as  we l l  as  rea l i s t i c ' .  The paren t  o f  a
pupi l  wi th  an o f fe r  f rom a top pub l ic  schoo l  to ld
us ,  ‘Never  in  a mon th  o f  Sundays wou ld we have
expec ted or  cons idered tha t ,  bu t  Mrs  Lance gave
us  the r igh t  gu idance a l l  t he way,  f rom the in i t ia l
sugges t ion to  adv ice on bursar ies . '  In  2023, 15
scho la rsh ips .h i tg i f t

Headmi s t re s s
Since 2018, She l ley  Lance.  Jo ined schoo l  in  2010
as a pass iona te RE teacher  be fo re un in ten t iona l l y
c l imbing the ranks  to  headsh ip.  Theo logy degree
f rom King ' s  Col lege London;  began teach ing career
in  the sen io r  sec to r ,  f i r s t  a t  A l leyn ’ s ,  then Whi tg i f t ,
where she was head o f  lower  schoo l  and
respons ib le  fo r  the schoo l ’ s  pas to ra l  care prov i s ion.
Warm, au then t ic  and engaging.

Pos i t i ve ly  buzz ing f rom a l ready de l i ve r ing a who le
schoo l  assembly  when we met  her  a t  8.30am, then
s t ra igh t  o f f  to  teach RE to  year  8 a f te r  ou r  mee t ing,
we fe l t  she was we l l  wi th in  her  r igh t s  to  desc r ibe
herse l f  as  ‘ve ry  ou t  the re ’ .  Has sh i f ted f rom keeping
her  hand in  wi th  the younger  year  g roups to
leading lessons  a t  top o f  the schoo l  to  ‘connec t
wi th  the i s sues  and tap in to  the tempera tu re  o f  tha t
year  g roup’ ,  she exp la ined f rom her  expans ive
s tudy over look ing the grounds.

The sweeping changes she in t roduced upon tak ing
up ro le  – a comple te  rebrand,  major  expans ion o f
the pre -p rep,  rep lac ing compar tmen ta l i sed learn ing
wi th  a themat ic  approach and in t roduc ing the P rep
Schoo l  Bacca laurea te (PSB)  in  p lace o f  CE – are
a l l  now embedded and ‘bear ing as  much f ru i t  as
poss ib le  wi th in  the cons t ra in t s  o f  the sen io r  schoo l
sys tem’ .  Forward look ing,  she i s  exc i ted by A I  in
educa t ion and wi l l  be ro l l i ng ou t  a th ree -year
s t ra tegy to  harness  and embrace i t  a t  Fe l ton f lee t .
‘We’ re no t  ta l k ing robo t  teachers ,  tha t ’ s  bonkers ,
bu t  i t  can do some o f  the heavy l i f t i ng, ’  she sa id,
adding tha t  augmen ted and v i r t ua l  rea l i t y  mean
‘schoo l  and c lass room des igns  can be rad ica l l y
overhau led’ .  ‘ I t ’ s  a fasc ina t ing t ime to  be in
educa t ion. ’

Her  team desc r ibe her  as  ‘co l labora t i ve ’ ,  ‘a lways
pro fess iona l ’  and ‘open to  every th ing’ .  ‘She runs  a
t igh t  sh ip, ’  we a l so heard,  and tha t  she ‘has  s t rong
sys tems and s t ruc tu res  in  p lace tha t  mean th i s
schoo l  i s  ac tua l l y  a ve ry  re lax ing p lace to  work ’ .
Par

Our  v i ew
‘We’ re so immersed in  the educa t iona l  exper ience,
we s imp ly  don’ t  no t ice i t , ’  c la im our  ‘on -message’
year  7 tou r  gu ides  when we men t ion the s teady d in
o f  t ra f f i c  hu r t l i ng a long the A3 where the schoo l
backs  on to .  Th i s  i s  t yp ica l  o f  a l l  t he ch i ld ren we
meet  a t  Fe l ton f lee t .  P r i s t ine in  smar t  b lue fe l t
b lazers ,  po l i te  and precoc ious  ( in  a pos i t i ve  way) ,
i t ’ s  fa i r  to  say these pupi l s  appear  p rac t ica l l y
per fec t  –  as  does the env i ronmen t ,  a l so h igh ly
po l i shed and pro fess iona l .  There are scen ted
cand les  ( the bes t  sme l l ing schoo l  we’ve v i s i ted ) ,  a
corpora te  s ty le  recep t ion desk  and c lass rooms
adorned wi th  hanging baske t s  and po t ted p lan t s .
Ye t  the re ’ s  no doub t  th i s  i s  a ch i ld -cen t r ic  p lace.
Long wind ing cor r idors ,  do t ted wi th  eye -ca tch ing
ar twork ,  lead to  la rge,  b r igh t  c lass rooms teeming
wi th  ev idence o f  indus t r ious  learn ing,  a l l  c loaked
in c rea t i v i t y .
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Definitely not a hot-house according to
parents who say academics are not

pushed, instead the teaching ‘feeds their
curiosity’. Lessons crafted with a

mastery approach culminating in the
Prep School Baccaluareate. As a result,
academic outcomes are up and onward

destinations increasingly impressive.
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t he  house a t  the annua l  caro l  concer t  fo r
g randparen t s .  Paren t s  s ing the pra i ses  o f
insp i r ing ly  a rden t  long - s tanding d i rec to r  o f  mus ic .
Lessons  are such fun tha t  one pupi l  repor ted ly  to ld
IS I  inspec to r s  tha t  they jus t  p layed games in  mus ic .
Spec ia l i s t  teachers  de l i ve r  over  300 ind iv idua l
lessons  a week.  Drama popu la r  too,  wi th  paren t s
desc r ib ing per fo rmances as  ‘ super ’  and
‘pro fess iona l ’ .  S l ick  400-sea t  thea t re  has
advanced sound and l igh t  sys tems,  adjo in ing a
dance s tud io.  In  Year  4 s tuden t s  a re inv i ted to
audi t ions  fo r  the London Chi ld ren ’ s  Ba l le t .  There ’ s
a l so an annua l  j ig  a round the maypo le.

Broad co -cu r r icu la r  o f fe r ing,  though on ly  two
enr ichmen t  sess ions  a week are inc luded in  fees .
Pup i l s  can do as many ‘pa id addi t iona l  c lubs ’  as
the i r  paren t s  have the budge t  fo r .  Regu la r  schoo l
t r ips ,  f rom loca l  days  ou t  to  B rook lands Museum
and Hampton Cour t  to  fa r - f l ung res iden t ia l s  to
Barbados fo r  c r icke t  and annua l  Aus t r ian sk i  t r ip .

Four  to  f i ve hours  o f  games lessons  a week
be tween years  3 and 8.  Recen t  emphas i s  on
br ing ing g i r l s  spor t s  in  l ine wi th  boys  a f te r
paren ta l  g rumbles .  S ta f f ing has been expanded in
g i r l s ’  games depar tmen t ,  and Sa tu rday morn ing
f ix tu res  fo r  g i r l s  has  grown.  Schoo l  s t i l l  bu r s t ing
wi th  p r ide a f te r  the U13 gi r l s  f in i shed th i rd  a t
recen t  hockey IAPS na t iona l s  –  ‘mass ive fo r  us , ’
the head o f  spor t  sa id,  exp la in ing how the en t i re
schoo l  t ime tab le sh i f ted a few years  ago to pu t
g i r l s ’  spor t  f ron t  and cen t ra l .  S t rong in  c r icke t .
Boys ’  teams scooped fou r  ou t  o f  f i ve  coun ty
t roph ies  in  the year  be fo re our  v i s i t ,  and schoo l
r igh t fu l l y  p roud they were a p ioneer  o f  g i r l s ’
c r icke t .  Pup i l s  on the humble s ide o f  compet i t i ve .
Spor t s  fac i l i t ies  a re impress ive inc lud ing f lood l i t
a l l -wea ther  As t ro  p i tch,  hard su r face tenn i s  cour t s ,
two MUGAs,  c l imbing wal l  ( sc r ibb led s igna tu res  a t
vary ing he igh t s  depic t ing sca l ing successes ) ,  15m
indoor  swimming poo l  and vas t  mu l t i - u se indoor
spor t s  ha l l .  Schoo l  i s  recognised as  a Cen t re  o f
Exce l lence fo r  shoo t ing wi th  r i f l e  ranges fo r  bo th
a i r - r i f l e  and .22 shoo t ing.

Pas to ra l  p rov i s ion i s  s t rong,  perhaps s temming
f rom the board ing prov i s ion,  which whi l s t  la rge ly
exper ienced on a f lex i -bas i s ,  i s  popu la r  across  the
year  g roups.  Pu rpose -bu i l t  we l lbe ing cen t re  i s
re f resh ing ly  f ree o f  insp i ra t iona l  wal l  a r t ,  though a
l i t t l e  b land in  décor .  Mindfu lness  embedded in to
the cu r r icu lum. Schoo l  counse l lo r  ava i lab le  fo r
d rop - in  sess ions  o r  one - to -ones  wi th  pupi l s  and
paren t s ,  p lus  two nurses .  Pup i l s  a re de l igh ted wi th
the recen t  re -b rand o f  the house sys tem tha t  now
sees badgers ,  foxes ,  o t te r s  and ( somewhat  le f t f ie ld
f rom the o the rs )  t ige rs ,  fos te r ing regu la r  ( f r iend ly )
r i va l ry  th rough house spe l l ing,  spor t s  and even
Rubik ’ s  cube compet i t ions .  As a resu l t ,  year  g roups
mix  na tu ra l l y ,  and o lder  ch i ld ren take the younger
ones under  the i r  wings.

Schoo l ’ s  mot to ,  ‘where ind iv idua l s  rea l l y  mat te r ’ ,
may be ub iqu i tous  in  the sec to r ,  bu t  i t  bears  ou t
he re.  Pup i l s  te l l  us  they fee l  ‘ known’  and ‘ seen ’ .
Noth ing d i s t inc t i ve abou t  the schoo l  va lues  e i the r
( k indness ,  respec t ,  hones ty  and respons ib i l i t y )  ye t
we fee l  they don’ t  jus t  s i t  on the marke t ing
mate r ia l s  he re.  Looks  o f  bewi ldermen t  a t  any
men t ion o f  bad behav iour .  Pup i l s  c la im unk indness
i s  s imp ly  no t  to le ra ted.  Pup i l s ,  s ta f f  and paren t s
a l i ke a l l  repea ted ly  re fe r  to  the ‘Fe l ton f lee t
communi ty ’  wi th  a t rue sense o f  be longing and
pr ide.  We were hard -p ressed to  ge t  a bad word
abou t  the schoo l  f rom anybody!

Campus i s  vas t ,  compr i s ing 25 green acres
enc i rc led by a woodland border .  The s t r i k ing mid -
19th cen tu ry  Goth ic  main prep bu i ld ing s tands
proud ly  a t  the hear t  o f  a horseshoe o f  bu i ld ings o f
vary ing charms.  P lay areas are d ive r se and wel l -
equ ipped.  Se l f - con ta ined pre -p rep,  Calv i  House,
has i t s  own ha l l  fo r  assembl ies ,  l unches and spor t ,
p lus  fabu lous  ou tdoor  learn ing zones inc lud ing
fo res t  schoo l  and mud k i tchen which our  gu ides
poin ted ou t  can on ly  be en joyed in  PE k i t  because
‘we don’ t  wan t  to  ge t  ou r  un i fo rms d i r t y ’ .  Calv i  i s
cu r ren t l y  loca ted across  f rom main s i te  v ia a smal l
road,  however  the ongoing major  A3 upgrades
(which head admi t s  have caused more than a few
s t ress fu l  schoo l  runs )  mean Fe l ton f lee t  has  now
secured ownersh ip o f  the s l ip  road and wi l l  be ‘ re -
imagin ing the landscape to  br ing the schoo l
communi ty  toge ther ’ .

A t t rac t s  main ly  loca l  fami l ies ,  wi th  inc reas ing
numbers  f rom sou thwes t  London suburbs .  Paren t s
desc r ibe i t  as  f r iend ly ,  wi thou t  the ‘ foo tba l le r s ’
wives  v ibes ’  tha t  ce r ta in  o the r  Su r rey schoo l s  may
give o f f .  ‘ There ’ s  no Fer ra r i s  in  the car  park , ’  sa id
one.

Boarder s
F lex i  board ing the mos t  popu la r  bu t  week ly  and
dai ly  op t ions  a re o f fe red ( the la t te r  f rom year  3 ) ,
so pupi l s  can exper ience the fu l l  board ing day
wi thou t  the s leepover .  T r ia l  n igh t s  fo r  years  3 and
4. Pup i l s  and paren t s  un ive r sa l l y  happy wi th  the
o f fe r ing and see i t  as  fu r the r  cemen t ing the
communi ty  fee l  o f  the schoo l .

Newly re fu rb i shed fami ly  a rea s i t s  be tween the
boys ’  and the g i r l s ’  dorms and fea tu res  mass ive f la t
sc reen TV comple te  wi th  Net f l i x  and lea ther  so fas .
Up to th ree s tu rdy,  handcra f ted (by loca l  carpen te r
25 years  ago)  wooden bunks  in  each room, po t ted
p lan t s  and bun t ing in  g i r l s ’  dorms and pos te r s  o f
foo tba l le r s  in  the boys .  T rans ien t  popu la t ion means
rooms are bas ic  bu t  b ig,  b r igh t  and c lean.
Boarders  a re expec ted to  s t r ip  and remake the i r
own beds be fo re break fas t  a t  7.30am. In  re tu rn ,
they ge t  ‘ the run o f  the fac i l i t ies ’  and can en joy
any th ing f rom karaoke to  cupcake decora t ing,
dodgebal l  to  spray pain t  a r t  be fo re a s t r i c t  9pm
bedt ime.  Head o f  board ing i s  b ig in  charac te r ,
b r imming wi th  en thus iasm and d i sp lays  genu ine
care fo r  h i s  charges;  he i s  un ive r sa l l y  adored
across  the schoo l .

Money  ma t t e r s
Schoo l  keen to  ex tend i t s  d ive r s i t y  by way o f
bursary  o f fe r ing ( smal l  number  up to  100 per  cen t
ava i lab le ) .

The  l a s t  word
Fe l ton f lee t ’ s  mot to  ‘where ind iv idua l s  rea l l y  mat te r ’
fa i l s  to  encapsu la te  what  i s  rea l l y  spec ia l  abou t
th i s  Su r rey prep and tha t  i s  i t s  communi ty .  Th i s  i s  a
happy,  we lcoming schoo l  where a l l  i s  sp ic  and
span,  inc lud ing the pupi l s .  Wi th  so much on o f fe r
and resu l t s  r i s ing,  tha t  A3 migh t  jus t  ge t  a l i t t l e
bus ie r .

Def in i te ly  no t  a ho t  house,  accord ing to  paren t s
who say academics  a re no t  pushed,  ra the r  tha t  the
teach ing ‘ feeds cu r ios i t y ’ .  Lessons  are c ra f ted wi th
a ‘mas te ry  approach’ ,  cu lmina t ing in  the PSB.  As a
resu l t ,  academic ou tcomes are up and onward
des t ina t ions  inc reas ing ly  impress ive.  Spec ia l i s t
teach ing fo r  F rench,  PE,  swimming and mus ic  f rom
nurse ry  and by year  5,  a l l  sub jec t s  a re taugh t  by
spec ia l i s t s .  Se t t ing fo r  Eng l i sh  and maths  f rom year
3 and in  sc ience and languages (F rench,  Spanish
and La t in )  f rom year  7.  Schoo l  no t  a f ra id o f  la rger
c lass  s izes ,  though won’ t  go over  20

Lessons  are o rder ly  and pupi l s  te l l  us ,  ‘Our
teachers  a re rea l l y  good a t  the i r  jobs ,  they make i t
f un ’ .  We saw newspaper  s ty le  repor t s  f rom year  4s
fo l lowing a v i s i t  to  a choco la te  fac to ry ,  and what
be t te r  way fo r  year  7s to  reca l l  the wate r  cyc le
than ye l l ing ou t  the d i f fe ren t  s tages whi le  c l imbing
the schoo l  t reehouse and whizz ing down i t s  s l ide?
Paren t s  en joy sp in -o f f  lessons  too,  wi th  a group
recen t l y  a t tend ing an adu l t -on ly  sc ience prac t ica l
where f rac t iona l  d i s t i l la t ion was app l ied to  the
separa t ion o f  wine.

The no i s ies t  l ib ra ry  we’ve v i s i ted – bus t l i ng wi th
ch i ld ren when we passed by a t  b reak t ime on a
sunny,  d ry  day.  Some were p lay ing board games,
o thers  card and chess .  Some were even reading.

Schoo l  can cope wi th  mi ld  addi t iona l  learn ing
needs and pr ides  i t se l f  on care fu l l y  iden t i f y ing
where suppor t  i s  requ i red and pu t t ing i t  in  p lace
qu ick ly .  The fou r - s t rong learn ing enr ichmen t
depar tmen t  use an in tegra t ion mode l  wi th  in - lesson
suppor t  in  some lower  se t s  in  Eng l i sh  and maths
lessons .  Team i s  based in  a we lcoming,  we l l -
resourced and dedica ted sec t ion o f  the schoo l ,
wi th  a pr i va te  room fo r  one - to -ones  where
requ i red.  Speech and language the rapis t s  p rov ide
suppor t  to  deve lop speech and communica t ion
di f f i cu l t ies  and two per ipa te t ic  dys lex ia exper t s  a re
a l so on hand ( fo r  an addi t iona l  charge ) .  P rov i s ion
fo r  paren t s  too v ia a neurodive rse suppor t  g roup
which i s  p rov ing popu la r .

Ar t  i s  superb.  Long s tanding and so le  ar t  teacher ,
c lear ly  commi t ted to  h i s  sub jec t  and h i s  charges,
insp i res  wi th  an open -door  po l icy  to  the dedica ted
ar t  s tud io.  When we v i s i ted a t  b reak t ime,  a
scho la rsh ip group were engrossed in  the i r
c rea t ions .  DT room has a l l  t he be l l s  and whis t les  to
a l low ch i ld ren to  work  f rom paper  to  me ta l .  We
passed a lesson where pupi l s  were seek ing
insp i ra t ion th rough ChatGPT to  des ign ‘bu rgerbox
mons te r s ’ .

Pe r fo rming ar t s  led by an en thus ias t ic  team who
are a rea l  hoo t .  The i r  genu ine camarader ie  c lear ly
rubs  o f f  on to pupi l s  –  th ree -quar te r s  learn an
ins t rumen t  and more than ha l f  a re in  one o f  the
schoo l ’ s  f i ve  cho i r s .  Apparen t l y  no t  a dry  eye in
grandparen t s
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